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We would like to thank Jason Milyo 
(kb3icc) for his services as Public 

Relations Officer. He sadly resigned his 
position in April. At our April meeting 

President Todd Deem (kb3ikx) appointed 
Amy McClintock (kb3phi) as the new 

Public Relations Officer.  
 

We are sad to announce that Marvin 
Shoemaker (N2ZMN) passed away in 

November. Our sympathy goes out to his 
family. 

 
The website is still a work in progress, 

and Gary (ka3ful) has been doing a great 
job keeping it up to date. If anyone has 
any ideas for the website please email 

Gary at ka3ful@verizon.net .  

���������������������������	���������������������������	���������������������������	���������������������������	 ����
AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS THE READING OFF ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION REQUEST OF RADIO 

ASSISTANCE AGAIN THIS YEAR . THE DATE WILL BE JUNE 7TH
 2009 IN ST. CLAIR PA JUST OFF RT. 

61. TIME TO BE THERE WILL BE 7:00AM. IF YOU NEED DIRECTIONS PLEASE CONTACT TODD AT 

KB3IKX@PTD.NET OR  570 386-4122 . WE NEED AS MANY OPERATORS AS POSSIBLE ���� ���� ����
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Friendship Fire Company 

7th & Pine St. 
Frackville, PA 17931 

If you need directions please contact 
Amy Mcclintock kb3phi@yahoo.com 
Gary Fleischut ka3ful@verizon.net 
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Gordon Cox W3GMC  
 
Sometimes I’m asked how I got started in 
Amateur Radio. 
Well, when I was a pre-teen we didn’t have 
a TV but did have an old tabletop radio.  
Once while listening to a program on the 
radio I was called to supper. As I jumped 
up I accidently knocked the radio slightly 
askew. As I was straightening it out my 
hand touched a metal plate on the inside. 
Suddenly strange voices were heard 
coming out of the speaker. They sounded 
like conversations between a dispatcher 
and Tug Boat Captains. By touching that 
antenna plate I changed the capacitance of 
the circuit which changed the frequency. Of 
course I didn’t know about that at the time. 
It was fascinating. The next Christmas, Dad 
had gone to Lafayette, a radio electronics 
store near where he worked and bought me 
a three tube radio kit which we put 
together. Early the next year for my 
birthday he gave me a kit to make a crystal 
set. We had to wind a tuning coil over a 
tube so we used a Quaker Oats container. I 
was learning radio history in a sneaky way. 
Next came a 5 tube super heterodyne radio 
receiver. When I became a teenager he 
bought me my first short wave radio. A 
Hallicrafters S-38E. With that I was able to 
listen to foreign broadcast stations. I found 
some people talking back in a conversation 
that seemed very technical in nature. It 
turned out they were “Ham” radio 
operators. After some time in the Navy my 
first civilian job was as a mail clerk and 
guide in a factory. In my travels I saw a lab 
technician bending aluminum rods into 
what appeared to be a clover leaf shape. 
 

 I asked what it was and he said it was an 
experiment using Teflon as an insulator. 
The object he was making was a Clover 
Leaf antenna for his two meter radio. He 
explained he was a “Ham” radio operator 
and invited me to his home that evening 
for a demonstration as he and his wife 
were going to be checking into a net. 
Well, one thing led to another and I took 
the test for Novice.  To get on the air I 
built an Eico 753 transmitter from kit form. 
In later years they dubbed it seven drifty 
three due to the instability of the transmit 
frequency. The receiver was a 
Hallicrafters SX-111 for amateur bands. 
The next step was to pass the Technician 
Test and gain more frequency privileges 
and be able to use voice. While waiting for 
my “Ticket” I build a Benton Harbor Lunch 
Box. (An AM regenerative receiver and 
crystal controlled two meter transceiver 
that looked like a large square lunch box 
with a handle for carrying.) Next project 
was a six meter Knight Kit. Somewhere 
along the line I acquired an Onset two 
meter rig from a TV repair shop owner. 
One day while rag chewing another 
operator broke in and asked where I lived 
and invited me to a club meeting. Seems 
that by that time FM repeaters were the 
latest thing to come along and he was 
tuning my AM signal “on the slope” as I 
was on a frequency near the repeater 
output. This was before frequency 
assignments were in effect for repeaters. 
From that first radio club, the Land 
Rovers, I became part of Army M.A.R.S. 
and later a Civil Defense radio operator. 
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W3GMC Gordon Cox- continued 

 
Of course my hobby was sidelined for a while 
when I was married. But I never let the license 
lapse. Later I got back into the hobby and took 
the test for General. 
Moving back to my old home town in NJ, I 
became part of the radio team of the Office of 
Emergency Management (the old Civil Defense) 
as a ham radio volunteer. Also became part of 
the Sheriff’s Department on the Special Ops 
Division as an R.A.C.E.S. radio operator. As well 
as A.R.E.S. the Passaic County EC. 
Had to give that up when I moved out here. But 
soon became a member of two radio clubs. 
Schuylkill Amateur Repeater Association. and 
Tamaqua Wireless Association. 
This led to an appointment as ARES EC for the 
county where I have a fine bunch of volunteers to 
work with during drills. 73 for now. This is 
W3GMC, Gordon 
�

Joe Rollman KB3SI  
 
My name is Joe Rollman kb3sci; I’m from St. 
Clair where I have lived all my life. My wife and I 
are married 50 years and have 3 children and 
now 8 grandchildren. I was a pattern maker in 
the garment industry with Van Heusen and 
Argo, now I drive school bus part time for North 
Schuylkill School District. I started riding 
motorcycle at age 19 and have been riding for 
about 50 years, I rode off road cutting and 
marking trails for the enduros, rode with 
Schuylkill County Drill Team for 8 years. I also 
worked with the Boy Scouts teaching boys how 
to tie knots, cook, hike, camping and many 
other things. I was in CB for many years until I 
met John Smith (WA3SLJ) and Tom Wagota 
WA3ILP both tried to get me to take the test, 
now after many years of listening on my old 
Onset I finally sat down and did some studying 
and passed the test. Now I would like to do it 
again and up grade to general, I have a small 
ham shack in my basement where I spend a lot 
of time listening to CW on the air.  

!�!�!�!�' '''���
���( ����������	��������
���( ����������	��������
���( ����������	��������
���( ����������	�����
)(��*�+����)(��*�+����)(��*�+����)(��*�+���� ����

The Bi-annual Tmi Drill was held on 
Tuesday, April 14th and Wednesday, April 15th 
for the purpose of preparing the Emergency 
responders (police, fire, and EMS), Ham Radio 
operators, and multiple other resources including 
the public in the event of a nuclear emergency.   
 
 On Tuesday, April 14th, the first part of the 
drill was conducted.  Gordon Cox, W3GMC, Jim 
Munley, KB3FET, and Bob Tobin were at the 
EOC to run the radio part of the drill.  They used 
the station inside the EOC's room designated to 
Amateur radio operations and also tested the 
back-up system.  The Schuylkill County 
Emergency Service Net was then run at 8:00 pm 
with KB3FET as the Net Control Operator.   
There were 19 check-in's.  At the conclusion of 
the net, the EOC station was secured and the drill 
ended for the evening. 

On Wednesday, April 15th, at 6:00pm, the 
Field part of the drill was conducted with the 
EOC, Emergency Responders, Red Cross, 
PEMA, FEMA, Ham Operators, and other 
resources.  At the EOC were KB3FET, W3GMC, 
and Bob Tobin.  Other operators were asked to 
assist with the drill at Schuylkill Haven and Blue 
Mountain High Schools.   

Those at Schuylkill Haven High School 

included N3RZI, KA3FUL, and yours truly, 
KB3PHI.  N3RZI set up a field station outside of 
the school, and provided communications to and 
from the EOC.   

At Blue Mountain were KB3NXT and 
KA3TNC.  They assisted with the 
communications form their respective location to 
the EOC and Schuylkill Haven H.S. The drill was 
over at approximately 7:30 that evening. 
 After the Drill was over, an informal 
debriefing was held in the cafeteria of Sch. Haven 
H.S. and all who participated were treated to 
sandwiches snacks provided by the EOC. 
73, 
Amy, KB3PHI 
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CQ CQ FIELD DAY, yes it is on the horizon 
again! SARA is looking forward to another 

great field day again. Last year we had over 
800 contacts with 2 HF stations, 6 meters 
and 2 meters. We are hoping to do just as 

good or better this year, Field Day is the last 
weekend of June the 27th and 28th. There 
has been a lot work done at the Delano 

tower site again this year. Thanks to 
everyone who helped.  We are looking 

forward to see all of you at field day this 
year, if you have a few minutes or hours 

please stop in and add some contacts to the 
log. If you have any equipment you want to 
give a little workout, or want to try out feel 
free to bring it along. If you need directions 

email me at 
 kb3ikx@ptd.net or call my cell  

570 778-2233or give a call on 145.370 pl 
131.8.  
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��������
--���#�������������
--���#�������������
--���#�������������
--���#����� ����
Well it’s that time again for the family 
picnic at Knoeble’s Amusement Park. This 
year we decided that June is a very hard 
month to get together because of family 
reunions, graduations, and weddings. This 
year the picnic will be July 25th 2009 
starting at 11:00am in tent T-9. We have 
limited sitting this year. You can bring your 
own chairs if you prefer if you don’t want to 
sit at the picnic tables. We are asking 
everyone to bring a covered dish. The club 
will be supplying hot dogs, hamburgers, 
drinks and clams. If you will be attending 
this year’s picnic please contact Lori Deem 
at lorideem@ptd.net or 570 386-4122. 
There will be a short meeting during the 
picnic and there will be some door prizes 
that will be given away. So if you are 
looking for a nice day out and go on some 
ride some rides, come to the S.A.R.A. 
family picnic this year.  
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